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Celebrating Relational Child & Youth Care Practice: Connecting around the World
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About connecting around the world, child and youth care work and relationships. Cel_ebrat“’]g Rel_ahona[ CYC PraCt|Ce: Over many years the work or intervention of child and youth care workers across

the world is underplayed as assisting other professionals, and sadly so. The
establishing of qualifications and Professional Board in South Africa is certainly a
plus factor for the many child and youth care workers in the country and it paved
the way for many to obtained higher qualifications and hold senior positions in

the different sectors, especially in social services and education. It is important
therefore that Council, the Professional Board and Professional Associations,
reinforce the need for inter-disciplinary services for the vulnerable children and
people in our communities. It is equally important to recognise the value of these
different categories of professionals in services to the vulnerable communities. As
we celebrate International Child and Youth Care Week 2024 with the theme,
“Celebrating Relational Child & Youth Care Practice: Connecting around the
World” let us acknowledge the success of the interventions of child and youth care
workers worldwide. Long may you continue to be a force to be reckoned with,
especially in the lives of the many vulnerable children of the world. Thank you for
Q/our unselfish intervention of their needs.

Round-and-about 30 years ago my professional journey as a social worker
crossed the pathway of the child and youth care work profession. At that time, a
profession in the next phase of its journey of professional development within a
brand new democracy. | was both fascinated and puzzled about this profession
— and my compassion for children with a good dose of curiosity helped to unfold
the many layers of the profession called child and youth care work. And that is
how my relationship with our sister profession started and became part of my
professional journey. My understanding of child and youth care work has its core
in connecting with child and youth care work professionals in South Africa and
from across the world. All contributed to my better understanding of child and
youth care work (and recommended loads of books to read) and how child and
youth care workers are an integral and essential part of the multi-disciplinary
approach in social services, and in my case particular in residential care.

Now, during International Child and Youth Care Week 2024, | also celebrate
my 30 year journey with child and youth care work, and when | reflect on this
year’s theme of “Celebrating Relational Child & Youth Care Practice: Connecting
around the World’ | realised that the value of my three decade journey lies in the
quality of the relationships that developed over this time and not necessarily the
“who” of these relationships. And it is this depth and quality of relationships that
empowered me to understand child and youth care work, respect the profession
as a peer and enriched my professional journey.

In celebrating International Child and Youth Care Week 2024, | also celebrate
those child and youth care workers who engaged and challenged me to
understand and respect your profession. Wishing all child and youth care workers
and auxiliary child and youth care workers a week to linger a bit and reflect on the
theory and practice that make child and youth care work a profession and how it
impacts on the lives of children.
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| salute the efforts, hard work, dedication, strength and love that child and youth
care workers put into their work to make positive changes in the lives of children
and their families. Let us all celebrate each and every child and youth care
worker, not just this week, but every day, as beacons of hope, champions of
change, bringers of blessings and world makers. Thank you, colleagues — may
you too be blessed.
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