






South African
Council for Social Service Professions

NON NOBIS - Not for ourselves

Co-Building Hope and Harmony: 
A Harambee Call to Unite a Divided Society

World Social Work Day 2026

In a world of increasing polarity in the access to resources, and the threats emanating from the 
development of technology, social work, a stalwart profession in the South African struggle for 
social justice, is more significant than ever. 

In celebrating social workers today we express gratitude for what they have given humankind, 
and petition for their increased deployment to promote cohesion and well being both here and 
across the world.
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This theme reminds us that meaningful change is achieved when we come together with a 
shared purpose. The spirit of Harambee - pulling together - calls on social workers, 
communities, government, civil society, and all stakeholders to work collectively to rebuild trust, 
restore dignity, and strengthen social cohesion.

Social workers stand at the forefront of supporting vulnerable individuals, families, and 
communities. Through advocacy, empowerment, and compassionate service, they help bridge 
divides, promote social justice, and nurture hope where it is most needed. In a time when many 
societies face inequality, conflict, and social fragmentation, the role of social workers in fostering 
harmony and inclusion is more critical than ever.
On this WSWD, I extend my sincere appreciation to all social workers for their dedication, 
professionalism, and unwavering commitment to human dignity and social justice. Together, 
through unity and collective action, we can build a society grounded in hope, compassion, and 
harmony.

Message from  

Member of the Professional Board for Social Work  

Mr Molawo Malekutu Lafter  
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Our training, experience, will and agency empowers us to network with our peers and related 
organisations to build resilience in vulnerable communities in times of suffering, conflicts, 
tensions and wars. 

I encourage all social workers, students and social auxiliary workers working across the many 
platforms of practice, to join a commemoration for World Social Work Day 2026. 

Join online or in-person, participate, debate, and contribute to discussions on uniting our society 
by building trust and resilient communities. 

Take the initiative to work together to build a brighter future for the generations to come. 

Message from  

Member of the Professional Board for Social Work  

Prof Varoshini Nadesan  
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World Social Work Day 2026

As we mark World Social Work Day 2026, led by the International Federation of Social Workers, 
I am inspired by this year’s theme, “Co Building Hope and Harmony A Harambee Call to Unite a 
Divided Society.”

I believe this call is not only about the communities we serve, but also about us as social 
workers. Whether we practice in developed or developing countries, we share the same 
commitment to social justice, human dignity, and service. Yet many of us face burnout, limited 
resources, and lack of recognition.

I urge social workers in academia, government, NGOs and private practice sector to unite 
beyond silos. Collaboration must go beyond research partnerships. We should actively share 
knowledge, mentor one another, and exchange best practices across borders.
When we strengthen each other, we strengthen our profession. And when we stand united, we 
are better equipped to build hope and harmony in the communities we serve.

Message from  

Member of the Professional Board for Social Work  

Dr Manthosi Frans 
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Message from  

Chairperson of the Professional Board for Social Work  
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On Social Work Day 2026, we embrace the theme “Co-building Hope and Harmony: A 
Harambee Call to Unite a Divided Society”. Harambee, the African philosophy of pulling 
together, reminds us that real and lasting change happens when we stand side by side.

As social workers, we witness poverty, inequality, trauma, and exclusion in our communities. Yet 
we also witness resilience, courage, and the extraordinary strength of people when they are 
supported with dignity and compassion. Hope is not built by one voice alone; it is created 
through collaboration, empathy, and shared responsibility.

On Social Work Day we recommit ourselves to building bridges where there are divisions, 
restoring dignity where it has been diminished, and strengthening unity where it is fragile. Let us 
answer the Harambee call - to work together, to listen deeply, and to act boldly.
Together, we can co-build a society rooted in justice, harmony, and hope for all.
 

Ms Ida Strydom  
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Today, we stand together to celebrate World Social Work Day, honouring the dedicated 
professionals who serve as the heartbeat of our communities. This year’s theme, "Co-Building Hope 
and Harmony," serves as a powerful reminder that transformative change is never a solo endeavour; 
it is a collective masterpiece crafted through shared vision and relentless empathy.

The Child and Youth Care Work (CYCW) profession proudly joins this celebration in deep 
appreciation of our shared mission. We recognize that "pulling together" is essential to continue 
building trust, strengthen cohesion, and foster inclusive, resilient communities. By weaving our 
expertise together, we reinforce a safety net for the vulnerable, ensuring that hope is not just a 
sentiment but a lived reality.

Co-building harmony requires us to address complex societal challenges—poverty, trauma, and 
inequality—as a unified front. To our social work colleagues: thank you for your resilience. Together, 
we are bridging gaps, healing hearts, and engineering a more harmonious future for every child and 
family we serve.

Message from  
Mr Donald Nghonyama 
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Chairperson of the Professional Board for Child and Youth Care Work   
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Dear Social Workers
With deep respect and solidarity, I extend heartfelt appreciation for the powerful work you do in 
holding our communities with care and compassion. In times when our society often feels 
fragmented, your commitment to restoring hope, dignity, and connection is deeply appreciated 
and highly valued.

In the true spirit of pulling together, you continuously draw on your inner strength to hold 
yourselves together in challenging circumstances. You pull together as teams, supporting one 
another with courage and professionalism. Most importantly, you help pull communities together 
bridging divides, restoring trust, and strengthening social cohesion where it is most needed.
May you remain encouraged in knowing that your every act of presence, every listening ear, and 
every moment of advocacy contributes meaningfully to building a more inclusive and resilient 
society.

Thank you for the hope you build each day.

Message from  
Member of the Professional Board for Child and Youth Care Work   

Ms Charlene Singh  
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